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PASTORS’ PAGES 

   

August Greetings! 

As I write this, I’ve enjoyed spending much of my time this week outside with the 

kids at Vacation Bible School!  One of the many blessings of our Outdoor facility is 

all the wide-open space for over thirty kids to run around to their hearts’ content 

as they learn about Jesus.  They had such fun playing games, singing songs, eating 

snacks, and enjoying beautiful sunny days as their faith grew, and they made new 

friends.  It’s also nice to have the two different shelters for shade when it’s needed and some 

down time as well.  A huge thanks to all the adult helpers, donations for the camp counselors’ 

meals, and all those who helped in different ways with Vacation Bible School this year.  We are 

also grateful for the significant Crosslake Lutheran Endowment funds that make VBS so  

affordable for families.  See inside for some great VBS pictures! 

I am very grateful now to be working with both Lindsay Paulson, our new Director of Youth and 

Family Ministry, and Pastor Becky Swanson as they each began in June and July respectively.  

This month of August doesn’t give us a lot of time, but at least a little time, to do some basic 

planning, and get some things in order for the school year that will begin soon!  We all recognize 

that it does take a while for people to acclimate to any new position. This is especially true in 

ministry with the rhythms of church life.   So, I need to remind myself, and we can all remember 

to be patient and as the year goes along, we will be able to offer new and different ministry  

opportunities as we also make sure that we have sufficient input and planning from our  

congregation in figuring out how we want things to go and God wants things to go in our  

ministry and mission.  It’s an exciting time!    

This August, we can look forward to the Sunday SING event on Sunday, August 6, at the Outdoor 

worship service.  This will be a unique, uplifting sing-along worship service for all ages and all 

singing abilities - invite your family, friends and neighbors too!  And we can also look forward to 

Bible Study, on Wednesday, August 9 at 10AM when Father George Martin, an Episcopal priest, 

who is also a member at Lutheran Church of the Cross in Nisswa will present and discuss his 

book entitled: Paul Found in His Letters.  See inside for more information. 

We hope you are enjoying these beautiful summer days and can join us for gathering, growing, 

and going together as disciples of our Lord Jesus Christ! 

 

In Christ, 

Pastor Kristin 
 

PASTORAL CARE   Please contact us if you are hospitalized or if you are in need of a pastoral visit.  

You can reach Pastor Kristin Oltmann at 952-200-1249.  



 

3 

Embracing the Journey: Lifelong Discipleship Practices and the Art of Becoming 
 

Life is a sacred journey, and at the heart of our pilgrimage lies the essence of 
discipleship – the art of continuous growth and transformation. Like a river  
flowing to the sea, the call to discipleship carries us onward, guiding us toward a 
deeper union with the Divine Mystery of being included in the life of the Trinity.  

 

At Crosslake Lutheran we offer foundational experiences for setting our children on the path of a 
lifetime of following Jesus. From Growing Kids (K-4), After School (5-6 grades), confirmation and 
youth group (7-12) we have an age appropriate opportunity for children to grow in their faith 
and knowledge of God. 
 

Our Wednesday at 10:00 am Bible Study is an opportunity to engage in another practice of read-
ing and reflecting upon sacred texts. Engaging with scriptures, and other authors gives us the 
opportunity to align our lives with timeless truths. Such insights offer a new lens through which 
we view the world, deepening our empathy and compassion for all beings. 
 

Orientation for Wednesday Faith Formation and Confirmation is scheduled for September 13 at 
6:15 PM and the programs kick off on September 20.   
 

There is more to living the life of a disciple than intellectual knowledge. We are also called to act 
together as the Body of Christ in ways that point to Jesus.  
 

As we move into the program year, we will be searching out ways to engage you actively in your 
own discipleship journey. This will mean new opportunities for study, fellowship, service, etc.  
Ultimately, we’d like to have ways for each person, in each different time of life, to have a faith 
formation experience that is relevant and helpful to living that life of a Jesus Follower. 
 

The path of discipleship also leads us to embrace selfless service.  Another significant aspect of 
discipleship is embracing uncertainty and vulnerability. To grow spiritually, we must be willing  
to relinquish our attachments to certainty and control. Through discipleship, we learn to live in 
harmony with the rhythms of life and find a sense of recognizing God’s peace in us, even amidst 
chaos. 
 

The journey of lifelong discipleship is a transformative dance with the divine, a pilgrimage of  
the soul that spans a lifetime. Embracing contemplation, sacred learning, selfless service, and 
vulnerability, we open ourselves to the profound benefits of knowing God more intimately every 
day. I invite you to embark on this sacred adventure, embracing the beauty of becoming and 
awakening to the interconnectedness of all things. For in doing so, we step into the radiant  
fullness of God’s love, guided by the ever-present Mystery that calls us home. 
 

In Christ’s service with you, 

Pastor Becky 
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                                            AUGUST BIBLE STUDY 

                                                       Wednesdays at 10 am 

 

Join us for Bible Study in August on Wednesday, 2 and Wednesday, 9 at 10:00 AM 
 

Wed., Aug. 2 – Pastor Becky will lead a discussion on the readings for Aug. 6  

Wed., Aug. 9 – Father George Martin, member of Lutheran Church of the Cross in Nisswa will  

present and discuss his book, published in 2022, Paul Found in His Letters 
 

This is how he describes his book: 

Meeting a different Paul based on his letters. 

The premise of Paul Found in His Letters is that scholars agree on 7 of the letters ascribed to Paul 

as ones he definitely wrote. There are disagreements about the other 6 attributed to him. With  

the seven letters at the heart of this book we find a Paul who once had privilege, but after an 

apocalyptic revelation of Jesus as Messiah he became a traveling apostle who lived with the  

most marginalized and desperate people in the Roman Empire. To them he brought the message 

of the Risen Lord. In a world where women were always second class citizens, this Paul had  

women working alongside of him, and mentions one woman, Junia, who was an apostle before 

him. Calling himself a “slave of Christ” was not only unheard of as a voluntary appellation, it 

meant that he was inviting the vast numbers of slaves to have dignity and self-worth that was  

always denied. There is so much more to know about this Paul. 
 

Join us at 10:00 AM for this informative presentation and discussion!  If there’s interest, we can 

study this book together this fall. 
 

We will take a break with Bible study for the rest of the Wednesdays in August. 

 

NEWS OF THE FAMILY    
Prayers for Peace and Comfort to those in our congregation who have suffered a loss:    

 

▪  Dale & Jeanne Blosberg and family in the death of their daughter, Sherri (Blosberg)   
   Davis, on July 10th.     

▪  Jack McChesney in the death of his brother, Bill, on June 26th in Brooklyn Park, MN. 
  
 

                                           PASTORAL ACTS 

Baptisms: Evalynn Kay Glenn, July 2nd 
            Liliana Louise Rollins, July 16th 

 

A memorial service for Sherri (Blosberg) Davis will be held at 2 pm on Friday, August 4, at Zion  
Lutheran Church in Anoka (1601 4th Ave., Anoka) with a visitation one hour prior to the service.  
It will also be livestreamed at this link: https://youtube.com/live/4zpBur_4WaQ?feature=share   
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

Theme of the week was “Wholly Love” 
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YOUTH MINISTRY 
I blinked and July flew by!  It has been fun meeting, working with and getting to know all of our Youth 
that were involved with Summer Stretch and VBS! We can be proud of the Crosslake Youth that were  
involved with both programs! Summer Stretch ended with a couple of service projects at Camp  
Confidence, picking trash along the highway, mini golfing and a movie! (Pictures are on the bulletin 
boards by the youth room!)  
 

Next July 16-20 "The Gathering" (formally known as the National Youth Gathering) will take place in 
New Orleans and registration opens soon! This year's event will look a bit different than past years as 
registration is open to youth participants eighth to 12th grade at the time of registration (fall 2023)  
 

I know it's hard to plan a year in advance however, in order to make this a success we need a commitment, 
deposit, and registration by October 31st! Please reach out with any questions or concerns. 
 

Parents/ Adults if you are interested in helping out this fall as a small group guide please reach out to me 
ASAP! 
 

A few upcoming dates to mark your calendars with: 
 

August 16th from 6:15-8 pm  Come hang out, enjoy some snacks and meet myself and Pastor Becky!  
 
September 13th at 6:15 pm  Fall Programming Orientation  
 
September 20th Fall Programming Starts  
 
October 31st Registration deadline for "The Gathering"  

 
In Christ, 
Lindsay  
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Jack Hennies was a member of our congregation who passed away at the age of 20.  He loved 

bass fishing and skiing.  His family and friends are holding this event to raise money for the 

Jack Hennies Memorial Fund which helps educate and support suicide awareness through 

Reel North Alliance (REEL-Revealing Emotions Elevating Lives) and also towards Jack’s 

Jumps at Mount Ski Gull.  You can help by attending the silent auction from Noon—2 pm 

and/or fishing tournament 7 am—1 pm.  You can help by putting together a theme basket for 

the silent auction.  We welcome all donations.  For silent auctions questions, contact  

Jill at 612-716-5200 or Kristi 218-838-1133.   Jack’s family appreciates your support! 
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MUSIC MINISTRY HIGHLIGHTS 

August 6      8:30 am Sunday Sing "preview" with Michael Culloton 

                            10:00 am Sunday SING 

 August 13   Camp K Sunday, both services; Choir at 8:30 am 

 August 20   10:00 am Handbell quartet  

August 27    8:30 am Choir  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Raise your voice in song at SundaySing! on August 6, 2023, at 10:00 am Outdoor Worship. It will  

be an uplifting sing-along service for all ages and all singing abilities - invite your family, friends and 

neighbors too! All are welcome. 

 

Michael Culloton, conductor of the F-M Choral Artists and The Concordia Choir (Moorhead), will lead us 

through various hymns, patriotic music, folk songs, show tunes, and more. Song sheets will be provided. 

Crosslake Lutheran Choir will participate as song leaders and provide special music. Don’t miss out on 

this summer opportunity to enjoy musical fellowship in the inviting outdoors of Minnesota! 
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FINANCIALS 

 
 June:                  Actual              Budget               Difference   YTD:    Actual              Budget            Difference 

 Revenues: $   33,883 $   41,836 $        (7,953)  $ 267,850 $ 306,438 $  (38,588) 
 Expenses:  $   39,721 $   46,573 $         6,852  $ 223,241 $ 276,849 $   53,608 
 Difference: $   (5,838) $    (4,737) $        (1,101)   $   44,609      $   29,589 $   15,020 
                                               

In the month of June, expenses exceeded revenues by $5,838. 
 

YTD’s performance is $15,020 more than budget, because revenues are $38,588 less than budget,  however,  

expenses are also less than budget by $53,608. 
. 

 
 

 

LEFSE BAKING 
It’s time to work on making lefse again!  We will meet in the church kitchen from 8:30 am– Noon on the 

following dates:  August 24, 31 & Sept. 7, 14.  The recipe is posted on the hallway bulletin board along 

with a sign up sheet.  Please contact Linda Gates 507-202-9374 or Paulette Wilske 360-319-8150.    

 
 

                    BOOK CLUB 
The book for August is “Hang the Moon” by Jeanette Walls and we will meet on August 3rd  

at 10 am in the Fireside Room.  New members are always welcome! 
 

  

“GIRLS MATTER PERIOD” WORKSHOP 
I’m excited to announce a new non-profit organization, Girls Matter Period.   One of my co-directors, 

Paula, travels to South Africa every year to distribute Personal Packs.  She would be happy to talk to 

anyone interested in traveling with her for this life changing trip.  She wrote a children’s book about 

the out-reach teams that travel to South Africa, including Girls Matter Period.  100% of the profits goes to our 

group.  The cost of one book is $10 which pays for one Personal Pack.  I have books available for purchase.  It 

makes a great Christmas gift. 
 

I hope you can join me for our Tuesday, August 8th workshop from 9 to noon in the Fellowship Hall at church.  

Please bring a sewing machine if you would like to sew.  I will have sewing and non-sewing tasks ready to go.   

If you have any questions, please contact me, sueandbrianc@hotmail.com or 952-356-7516.  - Sue Carlson 

 

DINERS GROUP 
The Diners Group will meet on Tuesday, August 22, at 5:30 pm at Ideal Township Park off of  

County Rd. 16.  Please bring a food item to share along with your own 

drink,  plates and silverware.  All are welcome!  Call Paulette with any 

questions (360-319-8150) and sign up on the church bulletin board. 

 

 

2023 Financial Report 

Complete financial reports are available in the Finance mailbox. 

mailto:sueandbrianc@hotmail.com
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HEALTH MINISTRY 
      I hope that you are having a great summer with family, friends and so many fun activities that are 

available.  Music can be so entertaining and recent studies show that music can be healing and have 

health benefits.   If I need a bit more energy to accomplish something, a fun oldies song that I can dance 

to in my kitchen is a great way to energize me.   On the days that I have way too much going on and need 

a chill out time, there are countless pieces of music that are soothing and help me to relax or even sleep 

at night.  If you are looking for resources, please see me.  You Tube is a great free place to find just what 

you are looking for.  Studies have even shown that if you are trying to study or learn 

something, certain types of music can assist with that.   I know that when I am working 

with someone with memory issues, the thing that most folks can do is to remember the 

words to songs that were popular when they were younger. There are also new therapies, 

such a sound baths, that are being offered in the area.  It consists of singing bowls or 

other instruments such as ocean drums that create a healing sound.  If you are interested in this, please 

see me.  I love a good sound bath and feel so much better after a session.  

   In a recent “Flying Solo” session, we talked about ways to help with the loneliness that comes from loss 

of relationship.  Strategies that many felt helpful were joining groups that can be a great way to connect 

with others in a meaningful way.  Being alone does not necessarily mean that a person is lonely but it is a 

so nice to have someone to share the day and have someone to do things with. “The Wild Ones” provides 

a great way to meet others with like interests and needs.  Kitty Daniels does a wonderful job in keeping 

the group informed about events and other topics of interest.  If you need more information about the 

group, please see me.  There are also people that in are relationships/marriages where the spouse is  

unable or unwilling to be in relationship, so this group may be helpful for those folks as well.   Another 

thing that we talked about is gratitude and how important that is for feeling better each day.  Starting a 

gratitude journal is a great way to keep a list of things that you value each day.  I listened to a meditation 

the other day that asked me to list all my blessings and I spent quite a bit of time doing that.  I have a 

great prompt list if you are interested in starting that.   

    Fall will include a “Matter of Balance” class that will start later in September and conclude at the end of 

October so watch for signs for that class.  I am also looking for ideas of other classes that you might be 

interested in so please reach out if you have suggestions.   

  Enjoy the rest of your summer but stay inside if you have lung issues in light of all the smoke in the  

environment. Hopefully it will be gone soon, there are so many outdoor things to enjoy!!!   

Blessings, 

Gail Smith, RN—Parish Nurse 
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NEW PRE-DIABETES PREVENTION CLASS 

Learn how to create a healthier lifestyle and prevent diabetes in a 22-session diabetes prevention program. 
You meet with a trained instructor to help you lose weight, eat healthier and increase physical activity. 
There are 16 weekly sessions offered over 4 months and 8 monthly follow-up sessions. Each session is  

one hour long. There is no fee for this class ($429 value). Register online CrowWingEnergized.org/Events. 
VIRTUAL classes begin Tuesday, September 5, 9-10am. Coach: Becky Kalton (218-820-8114)  

Rebecca.Kalton@EssentiaHealth.org. 
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CAMP KNUTSON SUNDAY  
August 13th at both the indoor and outdoor worship services.  

 

QUILT AUCTION 
CAMP KNUTSON’S 37th Annual Quilt Auction Fundraising Event is being at Camp Knutson on Saturday,  
August 12 and is led and supported by volunteers to benefit campers with disabilities, medical conditions, 
and other identified needs.  
 
This event is free to attend and fun for people of all ages. There will be concessions served throughout the 
whole day and there will be many ways to learn more about the life-giving mission of Camp Knutson.   
 
You will be able to preview all quilts for the SILENT AUCTION and LIVE AUCTION starting Saturday,  
August 12 from 9:30 – 11:30 a.m. This year’s event will feature over 200 hundred quilts in total; There is 
an amazing variety of quilts for this year’s event of various sizes. These quilts make for incredible one of 
kind gifts for family, friends, and loved ones.  
 
The LIVE AUCTION will be taking place in person and will begin at noon.  If you can’t make it to the  
auction, please go to www.campknutson.org/QUILTS to place an absentee bid.  
 
This year’s SILENT AUCTION will be using mobile bidding so participants can participate on-line.  SILENT 
AUCTION bidding will open on Wednesday, August 9 at noon and close at 11:30 am on August 12. 
 
We would appreciate and encourage you to pre-register before you arrive onsite at the event.  Please  
register at www.campknutson.org/QUILTS to receive an email with instructions for joining the auction.  
Registration is required to bid and to receive important event information. 
 
If you have questions or need assistance, contact us at camp.knutson@lssmn.org or call 218-543-4232.   

 

 

LOOKING AHEAD TO SEPTEMBER WORSHIP & MINISTRY EVENTS 

September 10 “God’s Work, Our Hands” Sunday  

   Worship times change to one service at 9:30 am  

September 13 Youth Fall Programming Orientation 6:15 pm 

September 17 Installation of Pastor Becky Swanson 

September 20 Wednesday Worship resumes with “Growing Kids” 6:15 pm 

September 24 Duluth East Choir joins us for Prelude concert before worship and 

   Annual Meeting in the Fellowship Hall after worship 

http://www.campknutson.org/QUILTS
http://www.campknutson.org/QUILTS
mailto:camp.knutson@lssmn.org
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8/1 Arwen Fletcher, Cloey Traxler, Colten Traxler  

8/2  Chelsea Ekeberg, Piper Henning  

8/3  Charlie Chase  

8/4  Mariah Anderson, Jan Mezzenga, Laurie Ridgley  

8/5  Steve Dahlke, Jane Kleinsasser, LuAnn Nelson, Cally 

 Traxler  

8/6  Judith Tender, Marlene Yurek  

8/7  Terry Havir, Dale Johnson, Aubrey Larson  

8/8  Pam Wiltsey  

8/10  James Gallaway, Mike Milbrath, Brynn Mileski,  

 William Pearce Jr., Zach Trottier, Jim Wells  

8/11  Kathy Allen 

8/12  Don Gabrielson  

8/13  Duane Ambuehl, Donna Bickford, Jenny Foote,  

 Emmett Johnson, Ellen Miller, Lynn Sweningson  

8/15  Lydia Allyn, John Kjera  

8/16  Pat Anderson, Tony Oltmann, Karson Thurlow  

8/17  Pat Netko, Sophia Resch  

8/18  Gloria Kroger, Abby Person  

8/19  Linda Gates, Shirley Gronholm, Griffin Nelson,  

 Barbara Wetter  

8/20  Robert Nelson, Karen Senst  

8/21  Matthew Michaelson, Virgie Wells  

8/22  Cyril Thull  

8/23  Ruth Carlson, Riley Kassahn, Rene Millner  

8/24  Elise Flaws, Ron Helmer  

8/25  Ainsley Erickson, Robert Wilhelm  

8/27 Blair Mileski 

8/28  Helen Estrem, Jessi Turney  

8/29  Marnie Goerges   

8/30  Logan Carlson, Kari Lohmiller, Rachel Thompson  

8/31  Jared Bernu  

8/1  Mark & Joyce Lindner  

8/2  Robert & Janice Moegen  

8/3  Jeff & Jan Laurel  

8/4  Jack & Marlene Cox  

8/11  Joby & Brittany Goerges  

8/12  David & Marti Dickinson  

 Randy & Kristi Morsch  

8/14  Derrek & Krista Johnson  

 Norm & Gloria Kroeger  

8/15  Brian & Sue Carlson  

 Ron & Dorothy Gerdes  

 Brian & Ellen Miller  

8/16  Phillip & Lola Johnson  

 Terry & Stacey Koch  

 Steve & Valerie Laak  

8/17  Ron & Leanne Ommen  

8/18  Dennis & Merilyn Lind  

 Luke & Abbie Schramm  

8/21  Don & Sharon Gabrielson  

8/22  Brian & Julie Engen  

8/23  Paul & Judith Tender  

8/24  Jeff & Bonnie Benson  

8/25  Karl & Penny Skog  

8/26  Ronald & Lisa Engblom  

8/27  Jeff & Lindsay Balmer  

 Ronald & Sharon Huff  

8/28  Kevin & Christine Gyllenblad   

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS  AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES 

Please remember these  
people in prayer  

on their  
Birthday and/or Anniversary.  

THANK YOUS 
Dear Crosslake Lutheran, Thank you for a wonderful baptism and all the gifts I received! -Jordan Geschwill 
 

Dear Crosslake Lutheran Church, We appreciate your support as we strive to provide the very best car to 

our women & children as they rebuild their lives.  - The Board & Staff/Relationship Safety Alliance 
 

Dear Crosslake Lutheran Church, Thank you so much for inviting us into your space and partnering with Lu-

ther Crest for VBS.  We felt so welcomed into your church, and it was amazing to be a part of the  

ministry in Crosslake for the week.  You are all doing wonderful things.  Thank you also for all of the staff 

and volunteers who spent time at VBS this week!  We appreciate all of the helping hands!  Thank you  

also for the delicious meals.  It was fun to explore the Crosslake area and some restaurants.  We hope to 

see you next year!  Blessings!  - Luther Crest Counselors—Emma Vogel, Emma Dockter and Emma King  
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