
 

 

Crosslake Lutheran 
P.O. Box 248, Crosslake, MN 56442 

218-692-3682 CLC@Crosslake.net 

Crosslakelutheran.com 
 

 

 

August 2022 

NON-PROFIT 

U.S. Postage PAID 

PRST.  STND. 

Crosslake, MN 56442 

Permit #24  

SPECIAL MUSIC & WORSHIP EVENT IN AUGUST 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
More Information on page 3. 



 

 

PASTORS’ PAGES 
 

August Greetings! 

As he walked along the shore, as he wandered by the sea, he saw two brothers casting 
nets, and he hollered follow me.  And then going on from there, ‘long the shores of  
Galilee, he saw two brothers mending nets, and he told them follow me.  “Follow me, 
Peter. Follow me, Andrew. Follow me, James and John.  Follow me, Follow me,”  that’s 
what he said.  They continued on. 
 

Jesus’ words above are found in one of the songs in the musical that the choir is performing this  
August entitled “He Lived the Good Life.” It’s the story of Jesus’ life set to lively music!  And trust me, 
once you hear this music, it lives in your heart and soul, because it has stuck with me, since I remember 
hearing this song as a kid!  My parents, who were in the choir at our church sang songs from this  
musical.  We had the record, and we must have listened to it a lot because this portion of the song  
I quoted about Jesus calling the disciples has stuck with me for quite a few years now!  I can’t wait  
to hear our Crosslake Lutheran choir sing this song and perform the entire musical on Wednesday, 
August 24 at 7pm in the sanctuary and on Sunday, August 28 for our Outdoor worship service.  We 
are grateful for all their hard work and the efforts of so many who will make another musical possible 
this year.  What a great tradition and gift to the whole community now with livestreaming capabilities! 
 

Another exciting accomplishment is that our Ministry Site Profile (MSP) has been submitted to the 
Northeastern MN Synod.  Our Call Committee worked diligently to edit the profile we had from 2019, 
and the council approved it at our July Council meeting.  This means that we are closer now to calling 
an associate pastor or deacon.  Since the MSP has been submitted to the synod, we can soon expect 
to start receiving candidates to consider interviewing. 
 

We continue to be grateful to have Pr. Ryan’s help during this transition period.  For Bible Study in  
August, Pr. Ryan will be leading a three-part series the first three Wednesdays of August at 10AM.  
You can read the details of the study on the inside of the newsletter.  The rest of the Wednesdays in 
August, we will take a break from Bible Study until we start up again in September after the school 
year begins again! 
 

Speaking of transitions, we also regretfully accepted the resignation of Pat Netko, our youth director, 
who’s last official day was July 31st, due to unforeseen circumstances at her store.  You can read her 
note inside the newsletter if you didn’t receive the email that was sent several weeks ago.  We are 
grateful for Pat’s 20 plus years of ministry at Crosslake Lutheran and are planning a reception to  
honor her in September.  Stay tuned for details. 
 

We ask that you continue to keep our congregation in prayer through these times of transition, and 
when you hear of a ministry opportunity please, jump in and do it!  As Jesus calls, “Follow me” we are 
empowered to say “Sure, I’ll try that,” to an opportunity in serving even when we’re not exactly sure 
if we will be good at it or like it!  That’s okay, we can try it, and if it’s not for us, then we try something 
else!  We all work together to do God’s Work!  Our Hands! 
 

In ministry together with you– 
Pr. Kristin 

PASTORAL CARE 
Please contact us if you are hospitalized or if you are in need of a pastoral visit. You can reach Pastor  
Kristin Oltmann at 952-200-1249.  



 

 

A NOTE FROM PASTOR RYAN 
 

Once again I wish to thank you for the opportunity to help our family here at Crosslake as a fellow 
servant of Christ. As a young person I wasn't always so willing to help serve my family on the farm. 
(Imagine that). 
  

In fact, more than once in my sassy way I answered the request to help in some manner by saying, 
"Not now, I have people to see and places to go."  As if no one else in my family had a life outside our 
home. Although, in this disrespectful way I did show that I realized that there were other people in 
our community, and places outside my home. This was important to learn. As a little one everything 
revolves around the family, but as we grow we see the importance of others. Even though this 
"eureka" moment in no way is an excusable thing to say to parents, it does show that we do  
eventually grow up. There are indeed people to learn about and places to study and see. 
  

Our Bible Studies do a great job in highlighting the heroes and heroines of Scripture. We spend a lot 
of time on people. But sometimes we neglect how certain places need to be understood so that we 
can fully realize why they have such a great impact on the life of Christ, and how the Judeo-Christian 
and Islamic faiths turned out the way they did. 
  

Please take a look at the article on our August Bible Studies. Set aside an hour for study on  
Wednesday mornings from 10-11AM and learn more about these "Places People Need To Find." 
  

 

“HE LIVED THE GOOD LIFE” MUSICAL 
 

On August 24 and August 28 Crosslake Lutheran Choir, accompanied by a Crosslake 

Lutheran band, will present a 1970’s rock musical by Richard Wilson, a Minnesota 

composer.  

 

“He Lived the Good Life” musically tells the story of Jesus Christ from birth to  

resurrection. As a gift to our community, the musical will be presented at Crosslake 

Lutheran Wednesday, August 24, 2022 at 7:00 pm in the sanctuary (35960 Co Rd 66). 

It will also be live-streamed.  

 

On Sunday, August 28, 2022 at 10:00 am “He Lived the Good Life” will be our  

outdoor worship service (14019 Daggett Pine Rd). Circle the dates on your calendars! 

Invite family, friends and neighbors to listen as our Savior’s life unfolds in song.  



 

 

NEWS OF THE FAMILY    
Prayers for Peace and Comfort to those in our congregation who  

have suffered a loss:    
 

▪ The family of Bob Nuffer in their loss and sorrow.  Bob passed away on June 14th in  
   Fifty Lakes, MN.   

▪ Brenda LaRock and family in their loss & sorrow.  Brenda’s mom, Gerri Mendenhall,  
   passed  away on June 26th. 

▪ Marlene Yurek and family in their loss & sorrow.  Marlene’s sister, Karen Anderson, 
passed away on June 27th. 

▪ The family of Ron Neal in their loss & sorrow.  Ron passed away recently in Hugo, MN  and a memorial  
service will be held at Crosslake Lutheran on August 16 at 1:30 pm with visitation at 12:30 pm. 
 

Pastoral Acts 
BAPTISM:  Teagan Schliek, July 2           
Parents:     Dean & Cassandra Schliek                

Sponsors:  Brandon & Chelsee Baker, Bailey Koop 
 
NEW MEMBERS:   Mark & Cindy Sawyer.  Sponsors:  Ann & Sam Shirey  

 

Upcoming Memorial Service 
▪ Bea Jepsen’s memorial service is scheduled for Saturday, July 30th at 1 pm with a visitation 1 hour prior to 
the service.   

DINERS GROUP 
We will be having a Potluck on Tuesday, August 30th at 5 pm at the Outdoor Worship site.  Everyone is  
welcome!  Pack your picnic basket with everything you will need for a picnic (plates, silverware, etc.).  Plus  
a dish to pass.  Please bring your own beverage and chairs.  BYOE! (bring your own 
everything!)  Questions, please call Barb Chapin (218-340-0186) or Gloria Kroeger 
(612-597-4890).  If inclement weather, we will gather in the Fellowship Hall.  

 

WOMEN OF CROSSLAKE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Greetings, 
 

Please mark your calendars and plan on attending our Thursday, August 11th General Meeting at 1 pm in the 
Fellowship Hall. We will be addressing our open Secretary and Treasurer positions. 
 

Recall that we were seeking nominations for a Secretary position to record Women of Crosslake Lutheran ac-
tivities along with a Treasurer position. Janet Marr is interested in filling the Secretary position unless someone 
else is interested. Carolyn Silcox is interested in continuing as Treasurer unless someone else is interested. 
These positions will start September 2022 and will work together during any meetings to be held. Meetings 
will be determined by the CLLC body of women. 
 

If any one is interested in bringing desserts please let me know. 
 

Also, if the WELCA ladies would like to continue sending out prayer cards and funeral cards to our church 
members, that position is available. 
 

God is good all the time, all the time God is good. 
 

Yours in Christ, 
Kathy Bahma, Co-Chair 
763-238-0769  



 

 

   
 

 

JACK’S BIG BASS BASH FISHING TOURNAMENT 
Moonlite Bay Restaurant—Sunday, August 7th 

 

Jack Hennies was a member of our congregation who passed away in January at the age of 20.  He loved 
bass fishing and skiing.  Now, his family and friends are holding this event to raise money for an evidence
-based curriculum on mental health first aid for the Pequot Lakes High School students and  
faculty/staff.  Any funds raised beyond what supports the mental health program will support a new ski 
run at Mount Ski Gull called “Jack’s Jumps”.   
 

•  You can help by attending the silent auction from 11 am –3 pm and/or fishing tournament  
     7 am—Noon.  For tournament specifics see flyer below.  
 

•  You can help by putting together a theme basket  for the silent auction.   Baskets need to be   
    dropped off at the church by August 1st.  Please make sure to include your first and last name,   
    address (only for the thank you note), and dollar  value of the basket. 

 

Jack’s family appreciates your support! 



 

 

PEACHES AND PEARS 

Peaches and Pears will be available at the end of August from the Crosslake Lions at Andy’s 

Corner.  This will not be a youth fundraiser this year and there will not be any pre-orders.  

We will notify you when the peaches will be available for pick up!  Thank-you! 

 

 

 
June:          Actual            Budget          Difference    YTD:     Actual         Budget          Difference 

Revenues:     $  33,399 $   42,505 $       (9,106)  $   254,340 $   297,760 $ (43,420) 

Expenses:  $   59,552 $   59,151 $          (401)  $   284,489 $   294,896 $   10,407 

Difference: $ (26,153) $  (16,646) $       (9,507)   $   (30,149)    $      2,864 $ (33,013) 

                                             

 In the month of June, expenses exceeded revenues by $26,153. 

 

YTD’s performance is $33,013 less than budget, because revenues are $43,420 less  

than budget, and expenses are less than budget by $10,407. 

 

           

 

JUL FEST GIFT BASKETS and COFFEE TIME KITCHEN ORGANIZER 
We are looking for “Gift Baskets” for the Jul Fest sale on September 24th.  You may not be able to 

join us for our workshops on Mondays and this would be a great opportunity to contribute to the 

charity fundraising.  If you yourself or you and a few friends want to go together and make up a gift 

basket to donate to the sale, we have baskets and containers you can use to put your items in.  You 

can pick your own theme, anything goes!!  Please use new items.  If you have questions, contact 

Linda Gates by email at gates.lb@hotmail.com or call 507-202-9374.  The baskets can be dropped 

off on Monday AM in the Fellowship Hall or in the church office (please mark them for Jul Fest).  

Thank You in advance! 
 

We are hoping to serve cinnamon rolls, coffee & juice the morning of Jul Fest.  We are looking for  

3-4 people to manage the kitchen that day. 

 

                                       HANDBELL CHOIR  

  The handbell choir will be (b)ringing their music to Whitefish at the Lakes on 

   Wednesday, August 31 at 1:30 pm. 

COMMUNITY RESOURCES 
 

Crosslake Foodshelf:  The foodshelf is open on the 1st and 3rd Fridays from 9 am—Noon. 

2022 FINANCIAL REPORT 

Complete financial reports are available in the finance mailbox.   



 

 

                             AUGUST BIBLE STUDY 
                             Wednesdays August 3, 10 and 17 at 10 am 

                                          (No Bible Study on August 24 or 31) 
 

                                                         “Places People Need To Find” 
  

Get out your old map.  Bring your Google Map.  Or just trust the printed map available our 
class! 

          We are going on a journey without ever leaving the Fellowship Hall. Take time to study  
important places of the Old Testament, the New Testament, and places "outside the Scriptures" 
which had a great impact in what we believe. We will, of course, stop and visit some of the  
important places of Jesus' life. Just like saying, "George Washington slept here," we will stop and 
say "Jesus walked here." 

          Several weeks ago Pastor Kristin highlighted a passage in Luke, Luke 9:51 which reads, 
"When the days drew near for him to be taken up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem."  This key 
verse acts as a fulcrum that changes the direction of Jesus' ministry and the cross becomes the 
true focus for the Son of God. 

 Yes, places are important! 

 Bethlehem, Nazareth, Jerusalem are givens.  But what about Shiloh, Tyre and Sidon, or Gilgal. 

The Sea of Galilee, the Dead Sea, Egypt and other places. 

          Yes, places are important, and so are you. Pictures of places which you have visited in the 
Holy Land would be appreciated. Come aboard and see the places in the Bible people need to 
know and study. 

 

YOUTH MISSION TRIP JOURNEY TO PANAMA CITY, FL 
Copies of the reflections from our youth and adult leaders who journeyed to Panama City, FL   
on their recent mission trip June 18-26th can be picked up in the church office..  Hear their  

words of what they experienced and what impact this trip had on their lives!   

 

THANK YOUS 
Thank you to all who helped make Vacation Bible School a success!  This includes helpers who took a 

shift at the Outdoor Worship to assist the Luther Crest Counselors, those who provided lunches or 

evening meals for the counselors, those who called the kids and the helpers to fill them in on  

information for the week and a special thank you to Paula Buresh for hosting the counselors in her 
home for the week.  You are very much appreciated and it all came together to give the kids a  
wonderful week of learning about God’s love!    

 
Thank you for all the cards, kind words, and hugs after the death of my Mom.  Your thoughtfulness and 
caring meant so much and has made this difficult time a little bit easier.  Much love, Brenda LaRock 



 

 

                               HEALTH MINISTRY 
 

   Blessings and prayers that all is well with you and yours.  The summer is zipping  

  by and I can hardly believe that school shopping and winter clothes are already  

  out in some of the stores.  It helps reinforce my belief that our world really  

  encourages not being in the moment and looking ahead to what could or you  

  want to happen.  As I look ahead to this fall in terms of planning, some things are 

going to change which is out of my control.  “Heart and Soul” is something that 

we have hosted for the past 10 years with our partnership with Minneapolis 

Heart.  This year, Dr Fenstad is not available to present so we will not our usual evening for women’s 

heart health, which is disappointing, but a change that we must just roll with.   Another change is that I 

have heard from our flu shot vendor that they have discontinued their program to provide Flu Shot  

Clinics in the state ( Hennepin county budget cuts wiped out the department responsible for the  

program).  So unless I can find another source for the vaccine, we will not be hosting our usual clinic in 

October.  Another change to just roll with but vaccines are readily available at local clinics, pharmacies 

etc. so that should not be a barrier for anyone who attended previous clinics (theirs will not include fresh 

cookies, music and special band aides for some of you :).   Change is something that often we cannot 

control but seek new ways to cope, understand and find new ways to do the thing that needs to be done.  

Our faith can provide comfort and direction in that all that we need will be available at the perfect time 

according to God’s plan for us and the world at large.   

    One of the roles I have as a parish nurse is to help people transition to other living situations as they  

experience a decline in their ability to care for themselves or others.   All too often I see that people do  

not always think proactively about what the next steps are in terms of when it is time to move from  

independent living to one that has the help that they need.  There are ways to stay in your own home as 

long as physically possible, but finding those helping resources can often be complicated or involve many 

steps.   Please reach out to me or your health care provider for referrals  before “the wheels come off the 

wagon”  if you are looking for those resources or just need someone to help you know about options  

available.   

    I am excited that “Matter of Balance” classes will start up again in September.  There has been a  

shortage of instructors but so glad that we will again host the 8-week class that works to prevent falls 

which are one of the leading causes of injury and death as we age.   Signups for the class will be available 

soon, so please watch the bulletin for information.  

    The new 988 mental health crisis line is now up and running which will provide a direct line to mental 

health resources including over 200 local crisis call centers around the country.  This line replaces the  

national suicide hotline which included a regular phone number that was hard to remember.  If you are 

in need of mental health help there is also a new mental health support group at the Cuyuna Regional 

Medical Center which meets either from 2-3:30pm or 6:30-8pm on the last Monday of each month at the 

hospital.  It is free, non-denominational and supportive with an emphasis on building skills to cope with 

life’s challenges.  Please see the CRMC website for more information. 

     The Diabetes Prevention class information is also included in the newsletter this month that will  

be again run by Becky Kalton.   What a better way to find a healthier way to eat and have a positive  

relationship with our bodies and food.   

      Gail Smith  RN, Parish Nurse  



 

  



 

 

STAFF UPDATE 
Dear Crosslake Lutheran Congregation, 

It is with sincere regret that I must resign my position as Youth Director of Crosslake Lutheran.  Due to a 
major staff change at my store, I must focus my attention there.  This was unforeseen, and I realize the 
timing is not ideal.  It has been an honor and a privilege to walk alongside our youth and families in this 
ministry and to grow in faith together.  July 31st will be my last ‘official day’ but I will still be around, and 
enjoy being a member of our wonderful congregation.   God is Good!  All the time! 
 

Respectfully, 

Pat Netko 

 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY COORDINATOR 

We are so glad that during this time of transition, Macie Lohmiller has said “yes” to serving as our  

Children’s Ministry Coordinator (programming for youth sixth grade and younger)  She will work in  
collaboration with Pastor Kristin, staff, and our congregation to plan, recruit, and implement: 

•     Growing Kids (Wednesday Night Sunday School) K-4th grade, most Wednesdays 6:15pm to 7pm,  
generally follows the school calendar 

•     After School Youth Ministry 5th-6th grade, most Wednesdays, 3:45-5:30pm, generally follows the 
school calendar 

Please support this ministry and Macie in this important role however you can!  Her position begins  
August 1st.             

 

I am thrilled to be taking on the position as children’s ministry coordinator with support 
from this wonderful congregation! I have been praying since I graduated high school in 
2020 to find a way to become involved in new ways within the church. Outside of this 
position I am an Esthetician at Infinity Medspa in Baxter as well as a dance instructor at 
Northwoods Dance in Pequot. Although I like to keep my life busy, I know the lord will 
continue to provide support and peace amongst this new path!       

 

  

DAYS FOR GIRLS 
Every girl. Everywhere. Period. 
We only have two workshops left on our summer schedule.  Days for Girls (DfG) summer workshops 
at Crosslake Lutheran Church:  August 9 and September 13.  All workshops are from 9am to noon.  

Join us to sew, iron, cut or pin fabric together to make supplies for DfG menstrual solution kits.  Bring your sewing 
machine if you would like to sew.  There are many non-sewing tasks.  Supplies are provided.   
 

DfG provides reusable menstrual solutions to women and girls mostly in impoverished countries so they can stay 
at work and in school every month when they have their periods.  DfG has reached more than two million women 
and girls in 145+ countries with DfG kits and education about menstrual solutions, reproductive health and value 
as women.   
 

We support Midwives for Haiti in addition to sending kit components to DfG distribution centers so they can 
quickly answer calls for help.  DfG International recently sent over 30,000 kits to assist the Ukraine refugees.   

 

Join us for fun workshops.  It all begins with us!  If you have any questions, please contact Sue Carlson at 
sueandbrianc@hotmail.com or 952-356-7516. 
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CAMP KNUTSON SUNDAY  
August 14th at both the indoor and outdoor worship services. 

 

QUILT AUCTION 

CAMP KNUTSON’S 36th Annual Quilt Auction Fundraising Event is being held in person at Camp 
Knutson on Saturday, August 13th and is led and supported by volunteers to benefit campers 
with identified needs.   

Guests can bid on items virtually or in person.  Mobile bidding will be used for the Silent Auction; 
Live Auction bidding will be in person.   This years’s SILENT AUCTION will be using mobile bidding 
so participants can participate on-line or in person.  SILENT AUCTION bidding will open on 
Wednesday, August 10th at noon and close at 11:30 on August 13th. 

The LIVE AUCTION will be taking place in person and will begin at noon on August 13th.  If you 
can’t make it to the auction, please go to www.campknutson.org/QUILTS to place an absentee 
bid or call 218-543-4232 before 10:00 a.m. on August 13th. 

You will be able to preview all quilts for the SILENT AUCTION and LIVE AUCTION in person at 
Camp Knutson on Saturday, August 13th from 9:30 – 11:30 a.m. 

We would appreciate and encourage you to pre-register before you arrive at the event.  Please 
register at www.campknutson.org/QUILTS to receive an email with instructions for joining the 
auction.  Registration is required to bid and to receive important event information. 

 
If you have questions or need assistance, contact us at camp.knutson@lssmn.org  

or call 218-543-4232.   

PLEASE BE AWARE OF ROAD CONSTRUCTION IN CROSSLAKE.  UPDATES WILL BE POSTED ON 
OUR WEBSITE. 

 

CROSSLAKE LUTHERAN WORK MORNING 

On Friday, August 12, the men of Crosslake Lutheran will gather at Camp Knutson to perform light 

maintenance work. We will meet at the maintenance shop at 8:30 AM.  We will continue to meet on the 

second Friday of the month. Please join us for a fun morning!  Questions, contact Jeff Benson 612-598-

1852. 

http://www.campknutson.org/QUILTS
http://www.campknutson.org/QUILTS
mailto:camp.knutson@lssmn.org


 

 

8/1 Arwen Fletcher, Cloey Traxler, Colten Traxler 

8/2  Chelsea Ekeberg  

8/3  Charlie Chase  

8/4  Mariah Anderson, Jan Mezzenga, Laurie Ridgley  

8/5  Steve Dahlke, Jane Kleinsasser, LuAnn Nelson, Cally  

 Traxler  

8/6  Lori Blaukat, Judith Tender, Marlene Yurek  

8/7  Terry Havir, Dale Johnson, Aubrey Larson  

8/8  Pam Wiltsey  

8/9  Whitney Casper, Mark Groettum  

8/10  James Gallaway, William Pearce Jr., Darlene Roach, 

 Zach Trottier, Jim Wells  

8/11  Kathy Allen, Tara Lundmark  

8/12  Don Gabrielson  

8/13  Duane Ambuehl, Donna Bickford, Jenny Foote,  

 Emmett Johnson, Ellen Miller, Lynn Sweningson  

8/15   John Kjera  

8/16   Pat Anderson, Chad Harting, Tony Oltmann, Karson  

 Thurlow  

8/17    Pat Netko, Sophia Resch 

8/18    Gloria Kroger, Abby Person  

8/19    Linda Gates, Shirley Gronholm, Griffin Nelson,  

 Barbara Wetter  

8/20    Robert Nelson, Karen Senst  

8/21   Matthew Michaelson, Virgie Wells  

8/22   Cyril Thull  

8/23   Jaydn Benzick, Ruth Carlson, Riley Kassahn, Rene  

 Millner  

8/24   Elise Flaws, Ron Helmer  

8/25   Ainsley Erickson, Robert Wilhelm  

8/26   Ted Silva  

8/28   Sharon Ebertowski, Helen Estrem, Jessi Turney  

8/29   Marnie Goerges, Paul Winkelman  

8/30 Logan Carlson, Kari Lohmiller, Barbara Shelstad,  

 Rachel Thompson  

8/31 Jared Bernu  

8/1    Mark & Joyce Lindner  

8/2    Robert & Janice Moegen  

8/3    Jeff & Jan Laurel  

8/4    Jack & Marlene Cox  

8/11  Joby & Brittany Goerges  

8/12  David & Marti Dickinson 

           Randy & Kristi Morsch  

8/14  Derrek & Krista Johnson 

           Norm & Gloria Kroeger  

8/15  Brian & Sue Carlson 

 Ron & Dorothy Gerdes  

 Brian & Ellen Miller  

8/16  Phillip & Lola Johnson 

 Terry & Stacey Koch 

 Steve & Valerie Laak  

8/17  Ron & Leanne Ommen  

8/18  Dennis & Merilyn Lind  

 Luke & Abbie Schramm  

8/21  Don & Sharon Gabrielson  

8/22  Brian & Julie Engen  

8/23  Bob & Lori Blaukat 

           Paul & Judith Tender  

8/24  Jeff & Bonnie Benson  

8/25  Karl & Penny Skog  

8/26  Ronald & Lisa Engblom  

8/27  Jeff & Lindsay Balmer 

          Ronald & Sharon Huff 

          Douglas & Barbara Shelstad  

8/28  Kevin & Christine Gyllenblad  

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES 

Please remember these  
people in prayer  

on their  
Birthday and/or Anniversary.  



 

 


