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SUNDAYS IN MAY 

 

Sunday, May 5    –    Graduate Recognition & Congregational Meeting 

Sunday, May 19  –   Pentecost Sunday 

         Outdoor Worship Begins – Worship times change  

         Indoor at 8:30 and Outdoor at 10:00 

Sunday, May 26  –   Memorial Day Worship at 8:30 and 10:00 
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PASTORS’ PAGES 

  What Makes Your Heart Sing? 

  1 My heart is steadfast, O God, my heart is steadfast; I will sing and make melody.    

  Awake, my soul! 2 Awake, O harp and lyre! I will awake the dawn. 3 I will give thanks  

  to you, O Lord, among the peoples, and I will sing praises to you among the nations. 

4 For your steadfast love is higher than the heavens, and your faithfulness reaches  

to the clouds. 5 Be exalted, O God, above the heavens, and let your glory be over all the earth.   

- Psalm 108:1-5 

I invite you to pray and ponder this question and passage with me.  It will be a theme woven 

through worship as well.  In worship on May 5th, we will honor our graduates as we send them  

off with God’s blessings to the next chapter of their lives to explore what makes their hearts sing!  

We will also have our Spring Congregational Meeting that day to welcome back the snowbirds  

and celebrate our ministry together. 

Our Outdoor Worship begins on May 19th, so that’s when we will have two worship times again  

on Sunday.  Our Indoor Worship at 8:30 and Outdoor Worship at 10:00.  You can look forward to 

moments in worship when you will hear from others about what makes their hearts sing, and you 

will be invited to think about this for yourself.  Maybe you already know the answer for yourself, 

and I suspect I know a few answers for myself as well.  But, as I go on Sabbatical, I want to dig  

deeper and go back to some of the things that made my heart sing when I was young and  

intentionally explore what there might be for me in terms of creativity or enrichment that the Holy 

Spirit has in store.  Maybe you have some discernment like this waiting for you as well? I look  

forward to sharing our findings with one another after I return in August.  One never knows how 

the Spirit might lead!   

Then of course, hearts will sing together on Sunday, May 26th when the community comes together 

to commemorate Memorial Day with a special speaker and traditions on Sunday morning.  We look 

forward to providing that special event for our Crosslake community.   

With hearts singing together in Christ –  

Pastor Kristin 

 

                 SPRING CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

SUNDAY, MAY 5, after worship be sure to join us for our Spring meeting in the Fellowship 

Hall.  We’ll celebrate our ministry over the past year and look forward to what God has in 

store for our mission together as Crosslake Lutheran Church! 
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THANK YOU FROM PASTOR KRISTIN 

What a tremendous celebration on April 21st for the 20th anniversary of my ordination into Word 

and Sacrament Ministry.  Thank you!  The worship was wonderful with all the special music and 

pastors, songs from my ordination, a great sermon, and meaningful blessing.  Followed by a  

delightful program and incredible breakfast!  A huge thanks to the kitchen crew, especially Chef 

Matt Kraska and the planning team for the whole morning.  I am so grateful to be serving in such 

a loving congregation, it is truly a joy to be your pastor! 

 

As I reflect on my 20 years of ministry, I give thanks daily for God’s faithfulness and for all I’ve 

learned as I’ve grown into my pastoral identity.  I am thankful for all the people who’ve supported 

me and helped me.  I think about the many times of being called into the hospital or people’s  

homes for urgent situations, planning and presiding at worship services, funerals, weddings, ALL 

the ministry meetings, and so many other holy conversations that I’ve been a part of (in grocery 

stores, on sports fields, in parking lots, etc.), and I know that the Holy Spirit is the empowering 

force for ministry to be sure!  There are so many times and situations when one wonders how 

something is going to work out and it always does, truly by the grace of God!  One would think I 

would have learned this lesson by now, but sometimes others still need to remind me that God 

will make a way!  And I am grateful they do, and have done that repeatedly, especially during the 

days of the pandemic! 

 

It is truly a privilege to be your pastor at Crosslake Lutheran Church.  I am also thankful to have  

this Sabbatical now to rest and renew in a deep way.   I plan to pray and contemplate “what 

makes my heart sing?” in terms of hobbies or who knows what?  It’s with a deep gratitude  

to God and thankfulness to you that I enter this time.  My Sabbatical time is different than a  

vacation in that it’s a time of intentional rest, reflection, and discernment about God at work in 

my life and in the life of our congregation as God calls us to future mission and ministry together.   

 

During my Sabbatical, beginning Monday, May 6, I won’t be at church or in contact through  

email or phone, but of course, Pr. Becky will be available for you.  I look forward to returning  

on Monday, August 5.   
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                               PASTOR BECKY 
THANK YOU to all of you who have helped and participated in faith formation activities 
this year! Van drivers, dinner servers, adult leaders, confirmation students, youth group 
participants, worship leaders, worship attenders, singers, bell players, guitar loaners,  
music teachers, volunteers and volunteer coordinators, lock-in leaders, and so many people 
from this faith community who have come together to learn and walk in our faith together. 
 Here’s who we give thanks for at the end of our Youth & Family Ministry programming 

year:  Pam Goerges, Andrea Haar, Tony Oltmann, Gary Anderson, Paul Frisch, Karen Senst, Andy & Ruth 
Strandjord, Ginny Hersey, Ann & Sam Shirey, Ron Ommen, Jeff Benson, Clint Hennig, Kari Lohmiller, Macie 
Lohmiller, Joanna & Mike O’Neil, Maggie & Danny Sargent, Ray Justison, Helen Silva, Patricia Lundeen, Roy 
Silcox, Paulette Wilske, Becky Kalton, Paul Tender, Barb Chapin and Milt Bighey.     

 

                                                                                        MAY BIBLE STUDIES 
              Wednesdays at 10:00am - Fireside Room   
Beginning May 1st, our Wednesday Bible Study group will begin a discussion of 
"Decolonizing Palestine: The Land, The People, the Bible" by Rev. Mitri Raheb, a  
Lutheran pastor in Bethlehem, Palestine.  Books are $18 and can be  purchased in  
the church office. We will begin by covering the Intro and Chapter 1 on May 1st.   

   

BEGINNING TUESDAY, MAY 7  AT 11 AM I'LL ALSO BE LEADING A ZOOM STUDY  
OF THE ELCA'S DRAFT SOCIAL STATEMENT ON CIVIC LIFE AND FAITH.  

This study will actively engage in providing feedback on the ELCA draft social statement titled "Civic Life and 
Faith." This statement delves into the intersection of our Christian faith with civic responsibilities, exploring 
how our beliefs shape our engagement with society.  This Bible Study will offer a unique chance for us to  
immerse ourselves in Scripture, reflect on the teachings of Jesus, and contemplate how our faith guides us in 
matters of justice, compassion & community involvement. I eagerly anticipate our shared learning and fellowship.  

 

If you want to join me for either (or both) of those conversations, you can pick up materials in the 
church office.   

A Note from the Sabbatical Support Committee 
Pr. Kristin’s Sabbatical Leave is May 6 - August 4, 2024. 
The Crosslake Lutheran Sabbatical Leave Committee invites all of you to join us in prayers of goodwill and  
support for Pr. Kristin as she begins her very intentional, reflective, and contemplative time away from the  
vibrant, busy, and loving community that is Crosslake Lutheran Church.  Pr. Kristin begins her time temporarily 
away from her church family to prayerfully and joyfully focus on her family and the call to the ministry she fully 
embraced over twenty years ago. 
 

In August of 2023 the Personnel Committee made the point to Pr. Kristin that a sabbatical is in fact a deeply  
personal time to get recharged and to refrain from personal contact with the congregation she loves.  That is a 
tall order of business but one that is the very crux of a contemplative, thoughtful, and reflective time to renew 
our body and soul.  When the sabbatical time comes to a close, we pray Pr. Kristin is energized and refreshed, 
prepared to reengage in the mission and ministry of Crosslake Lutheran church. 
 

Admittedly personal time for Pr. Kristin away from her church family is a challenge. But it is also a time of  
challenge for all of us who know Pr. Kristin is on call to us 24-7. She’s there for us in times of trouble, and she’s 
always there to hear our joys, or just to share a laugh. We will all miss her, and she will miss us.  So, let’s take a 
breath, step back, and let our dear pastor explore what “makes her heart sing.” Our church members are also 
encouraged to make notes, meditate a little more, and take a dive into what makes our own heart sing.  Summer 
is busy here in lake country. We won’t be texting, calling or emailing Pr. Kristin, even for something “non-church 
related,” but maybe we will take a little extra time to reach out to one another in a very personal way. 

PASTORAL CARE   Please contact us if you are hospitalized or if you are in need of a pastoral visit.  
You can reach Pastor Becky Swanson at 612-327-5087.  
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REJOICE WITH OUR FIRST COMMUNICANTS! 
 

Nine of our youth celebrated their  
First Communion on  

Wednesday, April 10th!  

 
   Allana Gabriel             Tucker McCulloch  
   Cooper Henning         Paisley Mileski               
   Rhett (RZ) Johnson     Paxton Sargent   

   Victoria Mayer     Luna Thull 

   Levi McCulloch      
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                           BOOK CLUB 
The book for May is “A Nurse’s Secret” by Amanda Skenandore and we will meet on  
May 2nd at 10 am in the Fireside Room. New members are always welcome!   
 

    THANK YOUS 
Celebrating all those who helped make our Holy Week worship services special: 

Choir members; Gloria Kroeger, Jan Laurel; Karen Christofferson, Pam Goerges, Ron Ommen, Mark  
Sawyer, Darrell Swanson; Clint Henning; Natalee Glaser, Paris Kimball, Norm Kroeger, Kyle Oltmann,  
Lindsay Paulson, Jaci Peterson, Kevin Yager; Claire Glaser; Rocky Chapin, Kris Gardinier, Pam Goerges, 
Leanne Ommen, Darrell Swanson.  - Patricia Lundeen, Music Ministry Director 

 

OUTDOOR WORSHIP BEGINS MAY 19TH!  

 On May 19th, our Worship times change to:  

Sunday Indoor Worship at 8:30 am  

Sunday Outdoor Worship at 10:00 am  

 

MEMORIAL SUNDAY SERVICE 2024  

Crosslake Lutheran Church will again host a community observance of Memorial Day at 10 am on 

Sunday, May 26th, at the Outdoor Worship Center. The celebration will 

feature guest speaker, Russ Philstrom, as well as special music . An aerial 

fly-over will be performed, weather permitting. The celebration will 

include recognition of all veterans and military personnel in attendance. 

An American Legion Honor guard will provide appropriate honors to the 

colors and to the dead, including a bugler playing “TAPS.” Memorial Day 

will also be the theme of the 8:30 AM Sunday Worship Service at indoor 

worship. Please join us and honor our troops, veterans, and country.  

The Outdoor Worship Center is located at 14019 Daggett Pine Road, 

across from the Crosslake Community Center baseball field.  

NEWS OF THE FAMILY    

Prayers for Peace and Comfort to those in our congregation who have suffered a loss:    
 

The family of Gary Schwartz in their loss & sorrow.  Gary passed away on April 11th  

    in Breezy Point.   

                                                            PASTORAL ACTS 

   Columbarium Inurnment     Mary Fowler, April 21 

   Memorial Service    Gary Schwartz, April 27    
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FINANCIALS 

 
March:                Actual              Budget               Difference      YTD:    Actual              Budget            Difference 
Revenues: $   49,769 $   47,028 $          2,741  $ 150,878 $ 152,467 $   (1,589) 
Expenses:  $   40,575 $   43,709 $          3,134  $ 126,209 $ 133,257 $    7,048 
Difference: $     9,194 $     3,319 $          5,875   $   24,669      $   19,210 $    5,459 
                                               

In the month of March, revenues exceeded expenses by $9,194. 
 

YTD’s performance is $5,459 more than budget, because revenues are $1,589 less than budget and  

expenses are also less than budget by $7,048. 
 

Complete financial reports are available in the Finance mailbox. 
 

SOLAR PANELS 
March was a first for our Solar Power generation. Even with March’s many cloudy days, the sunny 
days produced enough power to completely offset our monthly use resulting in a $0.0 bill!  The best  
season for our power generation is yet to come, with the longer days (up to 7 hours longer) and no snow 
cover. We are excited about how well the system is performing and look forward to a good year of savings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            

MAINTENANCE JOB OPENING 

We are seeking someone to fill the General Maintenance position. If you are interested, please talk to Jeff 

Benson (612-598-1852) or Bob Bahma (763-238-1226) from the Personnel team.  You can also talk to  

Pastor Kristin.  There may be a way for a team of people to job share or work together with one person 

as the lead; so, we would really like to talk to whomever may have any interest at all!  This is a paid posi-

tion with up to 10 hours per week. Please let us know of your interest as soon as possible.  Thank you!   

 

JUL FEST 

Jul Fest workshop gathers every Monday from 9am – 12 Noon in the fellowship hall; you can come for 

all or part of the morning.  We will be working on crafts, sewing, and painting. If you have ideas for new 

crafts, please bring samples or pictures to share with the group.  New members are 

always welcome!   We will have a coffee break for sharing and fellowship.  If you 

have any questions, contact Marcia Prescott (952-938-6846) or Cindy Bighley (651-

770-0720).    

 

 

      2024 Financial Report 

 Solar Panel Data  

Month Solar Savings CWP bill after savings 

August 18-31 $317.70 $353.00 

September $533.30 $20.00 

October $428.80 $35.00 

November $295.40 $163.28 

December $124.00 $350.00 

January $72.30 $472.00 

February $344.20 $52.00 

March $498.90 $0.00 
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CROSSLAKE LUTHERAN CHURCH MEMORIES IN THE "PAST LANE" 

The Archives Committee is asking members of the congregation to share Crosslake 
Lutheran memories/stories/historical accounts they remember of the past. The  
following requests will be appreciated: 

1. Word length no longer than 200 words, typed. An optional photo may be included if space is available. 

2. Draft can be sent/attached to Robert Salo by email mrgeog@windstream.net (if possible); bringing   
the draft to the church office is an option > Attention: Helen Silva, Gerry Schroeder, Lois Salo, or  

Robert Salo. 

3.   Be willing to allow some editing as needed. If edited, you will be given the opportunity to read any  

      adjustments. 

4.   The committee reserves the right to accept/not accept a memory submission. 

5. Selected memories will be presented in the archives display. 
 

CALLING ALL GARDENERS! 
We need gardening help! We are looking for women and men who enjoy the outdoors and would like to 
help with the church flower beds and planters. We do some watering, pulling weeds and clipping the 
blossoms that are spent.  A rotating schedule is setup so you are not gardening every week and you will 

be paired with another gardener so you are not alone. We start at the end of May with planting the 
different planters and flower beds and go through September. We will guide you through it!  Come join 

us and help us to beautify the areas around the church building. The butterflies and bees will thank you! 

Question: Who was the first gardener in the Bible?  

There is peace in the garden, come join our group and serve God!  Call, text or email Linda Gates  
(507-202-9374 / gates.lb@hotmail.com) with questions or if you want to join our group!   

 

LENTEN FOODSHELF CHALLENGE 

Thank you to all who participated in this challenge during Lent.  Crosslake Lutheran had a grand total of 

$2,510 in monetary donations and 425 pounds of food that went to the Crosslake food shelf!  Wow!! 

 
 

 

mailto:mrgeog@windstream.net
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WOMEN OF CROSSLAKE LUTHERAN  
The Heartland Spring Gathering held on April 13th at Our Saviors in Pequot Lakes was a well attended 
morning of worship, updates from our conference and synod and social time. The theme, Jesus, Bread  
of Life, was evident throughout the morning. The program was presented by Bill Wear, the Director of  
Operation Sandwich/Bridges on 7th which serves the Brainerd Area.  
 

A special thank you to the women of our church who provided the breads for the morning’s brunch and 
to Jul Fest who provided donations for the auction and Buy It Now fundraisers.  The monies raised were 
donated to Operation Sandwich.  
 

The Summer NE MN Synod Gathering will be held at Zion Lutheran in Grand Rapids on June 10th and 
11th. Doris Mezzenga will again be our voting delegate. More information about the Gathering can be 
found on the Women of the ELCA bulletin board. The June Salad Luncheon is being planned for June 13th 
at 11 AM in the Fellowship Hall. Please contact Paulette Wilske if you wish to be part of the planning  
committee. Stay tuned for more information about this delightful annual luncheon.  
 

Blessings, Janet Marr  
Women of Crosslake Lutheran  

 

NEWBORN KITS 
The Women of Crosslake Lutheran will be collecting the following items for this year’s mission project, 
Newborn Kits.  The kits will be assembled in the fall and delivered to Global Health Ministries in the Twin 
Cities.  Please put any donated items in the red box on the shelf in the hallway next to Fellowship Hall.  If 
you would like us to do the shopping for you, please put a check in the offering with “Newborn Kits” on 
the memo line.  Thank you so much for joining us in providing these essential items to parents of new  
babies throughout the world.   

.  1 bath towel (approx. 52” long)  .   1 washcloth (not microfiber) 

.   1 bath-size white Ivory soap  .   1 newborn cotton t-shirt or onesie 

.   1 receiving blanket (approx. 30x30) .   2 cloth diapers 

.   2 diaper pins      .   1 newborn stocking hat (approx. 14”  circumference) 
 

                     GIRLS MATTER WORKSHOP 
…because only a sentence should be stopped by a period. 

We’re back -- please join me for a “Girls Matter Period” workshop on Tuesday, May 14th 
from 9 am to Noon in the Fellowship Hall.  This is our first workshop for this season in 

Crosslake.  We also combine efforts with First Lutheran Church in Aitkin.   
 

I am traveling to South Africa to deliver kits in September.  We will hopefully be able to pack kits at our June 
workshop.  Linda Gates is also traveling with me.  It’ll be great to experience this trip together for the girls. 
 

If you are a Thrivent Financial member and would like to apply for a Thrivent Action Team grant to help us 
purchase supplies, let me know.  This is a wonderful resource for us. 
 

Please bring a sewing machine if you would like to sew.  I will have sewing and non-sewing tasks ready to 
go.  Thank you Linda, Carla and Mary Jo for sewing away this winter to get ready for workshops! 
 

If you have any questions, please contact me, sue.girlsmatter@gmail.com or 952-356-7516. 

Sue Carlson 

mailto:sue.girlsmatter@gmail.com
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HEALTH MINISTRY  
    Wow, what a busy month.  Either I am getting older and less able to multi-task or it just was a super 

busy time with the start of many events, activities and classes!  A super duper big thank you to the many 

folks who have made my job a whole lot easier including the Prom decorating team.  A special thank you 

to Ramona who is always willing to do whatever is needed for Health Ministry and for the church including 

mailings and bulletins on Friday.  You have a special gift of service.  The Prom was a big success with so 

many from Crosslake Lutheran attending and sharing a wonderful meal and dance.  It is fun to get out an 

spend the evening just enjoying each other’s company and listening to the music of younger years.  The 

Senior Expo had a number of great educational sessions and informative booths which I hope you were 

able to attend.  Crosslake Cares did a great job in organizing the entire weekend with many events and 

happenings. They conducted a survey as part of the Expo related to transportation needs within the 

Crosslake area which I hope will lead to some options for creating a better way to get around for those 

who are having issues with driving related to vision or other issues.  More to come in the future  since 

Crosslake does not have the public transportation that surrounding communities enjoy. 

     Plans are in the works for our Memorial Day observance that is held on the last  

Sunday of May at both the indoor and outdoor services.   I am excited to welcome Russ 

Philstrom as our speaker for this year.  He is well known in the veteran community for 

his work with the Wounded Warrior project and will bring information about how that 

organization serves so many veterans who suffer injuries from their time of service.  I have contacted the 

flight team that provides the flyover and prayers are starting for good weather for the entire team including 

the Outdoor Worship workers for that day.   A special thank you to the entire team that will be working 

with the Outdoor services this year; please consider signing up for this group who make Sundays at the 

Outdoor worship space so special for our faith family and the community at large.  Consider ways that you 

can get involved in the many ministries that support the work of our faith community.  It is a great way to 

meet other people and also to connect with God’s call on your life.  The Kitchen committee is another way 

to serve if hospitality and food are your passion.  Barb Chapin and her entire team do such a great job in 

keeping Lutherans in coffee and other yummy treats.   

    “Flying Solo” class will be held May 23rd from 12:30-4:30pm .  This session is geared towards those who 

have had a loss of relationship through death or divorce.  The class looks at the grief process, things that 

can create challenges in recovery and how to build the new life as a solo person.  There is a signup in the 

bulletin board on the way to Fellowship Hall and it is open to the community.  Please let me know if you 

have questions.  We never really fly Solo as Christians, but often it feels that way as we navigate recovery.   

     There will be a BeFrienders team meeting on Tuesday, May 14th at 1 pm.  I hope that if you are a team 

member, you will be able to make that meeting.  We will be looking at how we can Befriend people both 

formally and informally in this very special listening ministry.  

     Time to get out into the yard and finish my flower bed preparation, I love dreaming of May flowers. 
 

Blessings, Gail Smith 
RN—Parish Nurse 
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APRIL CELEBATIONS 

 

Roy Silcox Recognition Coffee Hour—April 7th 

 

Thank you so much for the cake, cards, gifts, words of thanks and 

encouragement at the celebration. I would also like to thank you for all  

the love and support I have received the last seven months—your  

continuing outreach from my church family is priceless.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Subtle Administrative Professionals Celebration Week 

April 22-26 

 
Words can’t explain the gratefulness and appreciation for all  
the cards, kind words, emails, texts, gifts, goodies, flowers,  

thoughtfulness and ways you made me feel so very  
blessed this week. I am truly humbled and very thankful for it all!   

I have a special place in my heart for each one of you  
                                   here at Crosslake Lutheran!      

Pastor Kristin’s 20th Anniversary of Ordination Celebration—April 21st 
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Please remember these  
people in prayer  

on their  
Birthday and/or Anniversary.  

 

 MAY BIRTHDAYS 

 MAY ANNIVERSARIES 

 

COMMUNITY RESOURCES 
 

Crosslake Foodshelf:  The foodshelf is open on the 1st and 3rd Fridays from 9 am—Noon. 
 

5/2 Judy Holmquist 

5/3  Heidi Engen, Aubrey Johnson   

5/5  Steve Box, Sharon Gabrielson, Noble Luzar, Robert  

 Moengen, Kristi Morsch, Brent Nybakken, Emma  

 Schott, Gervaise Wilhelm  

5/6  Kimberly Rollins, Brandon Pulsifer, Linda Walker, 

 Eden Wothe 

5/7  Robert Kalton  

5/8  Joanne Haferman, Steve Millner, Ken Mulder,  

 Stephanie Thurlow  

5/9  Thomas Schuette  

5/10  Kenneth Digre, Kristin Geschwill, Linda Martz,  

 Dawson Siemers  

5/11  Barbara Hanson, Ronald Huff, Kathleen Nelson  

5/12  Bob Bahma, Christine Schultz, Roy Silcox  

5/13  Chase Anderson, Krista Johnson, Brooke Trottier,  

 Judy Weber  

5/14  Hunter Larson, Whitney Marchwick  

5/15  Caylee Foote, Joseph Gorg, Ryder Schultz  

5/16  Tyler Nybakken  

5/17  Shelby Balmer, Kaisa Bernu, Chris Haar  

5/18  Thomas Swenson  

5/19  Eli Goerges, Jack Goerges  

5/20  Lincoln Allyn, Don Halverson, Addison Headley,  

 Laura Pederson  

5/22  Britta Boozell, Deanna Frandsen, Shirley Gorg,  

 Karli Monahan, Judy Topinka 

5/23  Connie Caspers  

5/24  Brook Hennies, Kristin Oltmann, Ryan Schultz  

5/25  Henry O’Neil  

5/26  Paige Blosberg, Gary Phillips, Kati Senst, Dayton Soby  

5/27  Jordyn Anderson, Dave Hart  

5/30  Jim Meister  

5/31  Gordon Eid, Nessa Engen, Lori Nelson  

5/4  John & Mary Knight  

5/6  Kenneth & Patricia Bressler  

 Ken & Cookie Schultz  

5/8  Warren & Jane Kleinsasser  

5/11  Don & Darlene Erickson  

5/16  Jim & Joanne Haferman  

5/18  Chris & Karen Olander  

5/19  Keith & Eileen Nissen  

5/20  Kevin & Sharon Thorson  

5/21  Joseph & Shirley Gorg  

 Rhett & Kimberly Johnson  

5/22  Al & Nancy Schwab  

5/25  Brian & Barbara Hanson  

5/26  Tim & Julie Gerdes  

5/31  Chip & Kari Lohmiller  

 Sam & Ann Shirey  
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